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Expectations For 2012-

Watching television, listen-
ing to the radio and reading
articles in newspapers and
on-line this time of year, you
can’t avoid people expressing
their thoughts about the year
that is ending and announc-
ing their predictions for the
New Year. Everyone has
their own set of predictions
and/or expectations for
2012. Our expectations
influence how we look at
things and how we respond
to events that occur. Every
year some of our expecta-
tions are shattered by actual
events.

On January 1, 2012 the Gos-
pel reading tells the story of
Simeon’s encounter with the
infant Jesus. Mary and Jo-
seph brought the 40 day old
baby Jesus to the temple to
fulfill the commands of the
Law of Moses. Simeon was
waiting for the consolation
of Israel to arrive. The Holy
Spirit had told him he
would not die until he had
seen the Lord’s Christ. Just
like everyone in that time,
he must have expected the
Christ to be a mighty leader
or a powerful figure who
would drive the Roman oc-
cupiers from Israel. He had
a set of expectations for the

Messiah.
God had a different set of

expectations for the redeem-
er of the world. As Mary
and Joseph entered the tem-
ple, Simeon was led by the
Holy Spirit to recognize the
vulnerable infant Jesus as the
Lord’s Christ. Not a rich,
powerful child of well con-
nected parents, but a tiny
baby born to a young maid-
en and her carpenter hus-
band. None of the expecta-
tions of Simeon were met,
but God kept his promise of
revealing the Savior to him.
In Luke 2 God demonstrates
that his plans do not always
comply with human expecta-
tions. God reminds us “For
my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, declares the
Lord. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are
my ways higher than your
ways and my thoughts than
your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-
9), as he shows Simeon his
power in the meek and mild
newborn of Mary and Jo-
seph.

No one expected that God’s
Messiah would enter this
world in the form of a little
child. No one expected that
the incarnate Son of God
would suffer at the hands of
the civil and religious au-
thorities. Human expecta-
tions were not God’s expec-
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tations though. Human
ways are not God’s ways.
God'’s expectations for his
Son were that he would suf-
fer and die for the sins of all
people; that he would bear
the sin of the world on his
shoulders and bear the wrath
of His righteous judgment.
All this so that the crown
jewel of God’s creation
could be reconciled to him.
This was not the expectation
of the Children of Israel, or
of people in first-century
Galilee. It is still difficult for
people today to accept

God’s ways.

As we embark on the new
calendar year, 2012, let us
together look at our expecta-
tions for ourselves, our fami-
lies and our Grace commu-
nity. How can we better
reflect God’s expectations in
our worship, our homes and
our communities! Knowing
that God’s ways are not our
ways, we can explore togeth-
er the ways of God, as we
gather together in worship,
bible study and fellowship. 1
pray God shatters our hu-
man expectations and blesses
us with His grace, truth and

love.
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Grace in 2011

THANK YOU AND
THANK YOU to every
member for the time, talents
and resources that you gave
back to the Lord at Grace
Lutheran Church. Our
wonderful worship services
are made possible by the
altar servers, ushers, dea-
cons, choir, organist, read-
ers, altar guild, Pastor and
pew sitters—thank you, thank
you. Your inspired participa-
tion in the service strength-
ens every member of the

body of Christ. All of the
committee members, church
officers, office staff, and oth-
er volunteers who take care
of the day-to-day operation
of the church make this a
Christian family at Grace.
Again you have my heart felt
THANKS.

Your church council met for
its first quarterly meeting on
Jan 10 at 6:30 pm. We will
Discussions were operations
and finances of running
Grace. All are welcome to

Good News of Grace

attend any of the meetings
while all officers, boards,
and committees attend as
voting members of the coun-
cil.
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Advent Dinner A Mexican

Arianna Beechum

Jim Edwards & Tomi Budd Wayne Ridenour & Anita Thompson Waiting for the Pinata Fiesta

o“‘-‘stmas Prog,.a
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Relay is all about the fun, the community, and support to survivors and care-
givers.

But the bottom line is that Relay For Life exists to raise money to find a cure.
Relay For Life is a FUNDRAISING event!

Last year Grace showed we cared by participating in the event. Together we
raised $2011.00, making Grace Lutheran a Silver Award winner.

Come and help with ideas and have some fun, bring family and friends with

K ‘<
You're Invited! : ( e you. The more people involved the more we can do to raise money. There is

always something you can do to help Grace Lutheran.

. , . Come to this first meeting to learn how you can help. We need fundraising
This year s theme is: ideas, folks who enjoy decorating, people to sign up to walk a lap or two, lots

The 60 ’ S and lots of helpers.

Our kick-off meeting will be Saturday, February 11, 10:00a.m. at Grace Lu-
theran Church. Contact Alethea Bushaw, 472.7105 for more information.

This cap was made with love by T

Sample of the label
attached to the
hats for the patients
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Knitting Pals of South Puget Sound

Dedicated to knitting Chemo Caps for cancer patients of all ages

i ooz
Knitting Pals of South Puget Sound
Grace Lutheran Church
6202 S. Tyler St., Tacoma, WA 98409
(253) 472-7105

L www.knittingpals.org

We’re Still Knitting Chemo Caps

Knitting Pals was first organized in 2002 in the Bay area of California by Jenny Carp. Now, Knitting Pals

can be found up and down the West Coast and in many states across the U.S.

This year will mark the 10th Anniversary and to date over 21,800 caps have been donated to local area hos-

pitals. Grace Lutheran has 3 knitters who together have made over 100 caps in 2011 and donated them to

Tacoma General Hospital.

We are always looking for others who enjoy knitting and would want to help make these much needed and

appreciated caps. There are simple patterns available in the office for the asking. We knit with circular

needles so there isn’t a seam and use soft yarn for comfort. This past summer we were contacted by Ameri-

corps volunteer Stella Crumpton whose office found us on line and asked if they could help. They cro-
cheted 21 caps for us before having to go back to school for fall.

Coming in the next Issue—Community Easter Egg Hunt

e N
We will host our 2nd Annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, /® '
March 31, 2012—10:00a.m.-12:00p.m. TR ek

Friday, March 30th we will prepare the eggs. Look for sign-up sheets
and remember to invite family and friends to join in the fun
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Anniversaries, Birthdays and Memorials

JAN. Birthdays

1
2

11
12
13

16
18
20

21
22
23
25
26
27
28

William Bedingfield
Carl Silvernail
Bud Langan
Doris Bedingfield
Norma Miller
Karen Joy

Jackie Borchers
Leonard Ashley
James Luco
Joshua Guild
Julie Solie

Tomi Budd
Gladys Larson
Mark Stibbe
Jayse Guild

Carla Renwick
Allen Hammeken
Laura Burger
James Moon
James Budd

Rick Borchers

JAN. Baptism Anniversaries

7
9
12

Emily DeRusha
Megan Sylvain
Adam DeRusha
Rachael DeRusha
Caroline Rimbach

14 Tomi Budd

JAN. Wedding Anniversaries
10 Earl & Charlotte Solie
FEB. Birthdays

2 Tim Wrye

3 Eileen Edwards

4 Eileen Tipton

8  Helen Louise Hall

14 Brendon Mix

15 Marsha Sylvain

16 Anita Thompson

19 Joshua Wolf

20 Bruce Zornes

23 Erik Bertrand

24 Erin Moon

25 Teresa Gutierrez

27 Ken Page
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2

19
26
29

Selma Neils (1894-1989)

Alfred Johnson (1914-1988)

Alan Schimling (1941-1993)

Clarence Joseph (1919-2007)

Hans Sdorra (assoc. member 1937-2007)

FEBRUARY

5
8
11
13
14

15
16
23
25
29

Agnes Ostrander (1918-2001)
Evaylne Williams (1918-2007)
Newton Sherrill (1903-1985)
Laura Bauman (1915-2004)
Patricia McCord (1929-1998)
Gladys Dailey (1917-1999)
Margaret Strauch (1906-1991)
Dona Ford (1913-1987)
Juanita Henry (1917-1996)
Emily Sherrill (1913-1999)
Emma Nee (1894-1988)

FEB. Baptism Anniversaries
1 Karen deMers

2 Leonard Ashley

FEB. Wedding Anniversaries
16 Robert & Dawn Masko
24 Bud & Eileen Tipton

26 Jed & Karen deMers

Baptizeo

1N

with &

the
Holy

Spivit

Leilah Anne Wells baptized Sunday, Dec. 8, 2011
Godparents: Rich & Colleen Zevenberger
Parents: Kevin & Bettijeanne Castaneda

Pastor Matthews
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Wednesday
Service

FEBRUARY 22
TP.M.

FiMTLy Movie®
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January 20-6:30p.m.
Showing: Charlie Chaplin in
The Gold Rush

February 17-6:30p.m.
Movie TBA
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